
    
 

Geneva~on~the~Lake, Ohio 44041 
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Dwayne M. Bennett Sr., Mayor Council Members: Ryan Colby             B. J. McMullan  
Matt Caudill, President of Council Cynthia Dudeck          P. J. Macchia            Shawn Long 
 

 

Regular Council Meeting Transcribed Minutes: April 20, 2026 

Call to order at 7:30 PM 

Present: Council Members: Matt Caudill, Ryan Colby, BJ McMullan, Angela Long, PJ Macchia  

Also Present: Police Chief John Roberts, Fiscal Officer Kate Lach, Village Administrator Alex 

Iarocci, Fire Chief Andrew Kaschalk 

Motion to excuse Dudeck for a prior planned vacation was made by Caudill, seconded by 

Macchia. 

 Roll Call: McMullan voted yes, Caudill voted yes, Colby voted yes, Long voted yes, 

Macchia voted yes 

A reciting of the Pledge of Allegiance was done.  

A moment of silence was held. 

Additions & Corrections to Agenda: Colby stated that Ordinance 2026-21 is a second reading, 
not the first reading. 
 
Colby also states that the minutes of the April 13, 2026, meeting need to be corrected to show the 
“no” votes on waiving the three-reading rule for Ordinance 2026-21. 
 
Motion to accept minutes of April 13, 2026, by Macchia, seconded by Caudill. 

 Roll Call: McMullan voted yes, Caudill voted yes, Colby voted yes, Long voted yes, 

Macchia voted yes 

Motion to pay the bills by Macchia, seconded by Caudill. 

 Roll Call: McMullan voted yes, Caudill voted yes, Colby voted yes, Long voted yes, 

Macchia voted yes. 

Persons appearing before Council:  

Resident Jim Balaban, of 5184 Drummond Drive asked about the possibility of other locations 
for the placement of the cell phone tower, specifically the Municipal Golf Course. Mayor 
Bennett explained the reasoning for the choice of the location on Palmetto stating that the area 
that it would have been placed on the golf course did not meet the 10,000 square foot 
requirement and that the location on Palmetto was chosen for its population density due to the 
proximity to the campground at Sun Retreats and it being the main source of EMS calls 
throughout the season which can pose a safety issue if reliable cell service is not available and 
the direct road access requirement for servicing of the tower.  



  
 

Resident Lee Booth, of 4965 Palmetto Drive, asked if his property was also going to be changed 
to commercial zoning and if the 50 properties located behind his were going to allow “R Bnbs” – 
Mayor Bennett confirmed that only the three parcels originally mentioned would be changing to 
commercial zoning and that vacation rentals are not allowed on the properties located behind 
Booth’s property.  
 
Reports and Communications to Council: 

Police Chief Roberts presented his March 2026 report in which he stated that there were 11 total 
incidents for the month of March and 94 calls for service. Council member Colby asked about a 
citation being issued involving a traffic incident on Mapleton. Police Chief Roberts clarified that 
it took place during the month of April and was not included in the March report.  
 
Assistant Fire Chief Alex Pope presented his March 2026 report in which he stated that there 
were 12 total incidents for the month of March, all units are in service and there are 11 active 
members on the roster. He also spoke about upcoming events the department is gearing up for, 
including the Mother’s Day Parade, 4th of July fireworks, and the response plan for water rescue 
calls in the Coast Guard’s absence from the area.  
 
Fiscal Officer Kate Lach presented her March 2026 report and gave an update on Medicount, the 
Village’s third-party EMS billing administrator about the amount of unpaid bills from residents 
and non-residents for ambulatory services that are not covered by insurance. The Village will 
begin sending the non-resident accounts to collections immediately and will revisit sending 
resident accounts to collections if the Fire Levy is not passed in attempts to recoup owed funds.  
 
Village Administrator Alex Iarocci gave his March 2026 report, he mentioned that the Huber is 
fully functioning at this point, a sink hole that appeared on Golf Drive that had been repaired, 
that Spring Cleanup was currently going on and where residents could drop their items off at. He 
gave an update on the Shadowbrook Drive punch-list items and the East End Sewer project as 
well as an update on the Shoreline project regarding a few changes that were required of the 
Village by ODNR to move forward and the easement modification needed with Geneva 
Township. Iarocci also asked council to award the bid to Shoreline Contractors via Ordinance 
2026-21.  
 
Old Business: None 
 
Ordinances and Resolutions:  
 
Reading of ORDINANCE 2026-21 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE EMPLOYEE SALARY WAGE SCALE OF THE 
VILLAGE OF GENEVA-ON-THE-LAKE AND REPLACING ANY AND ALL PREVIOUS 
ORDINANCES AND/OR RESOLUTIONS REGARDING THE SAME TO REFLECT NEW 
WAGE SCALES ATTACHED HERETO AS EXHIBIT B, TO BE FULLY INCORPORATED 
HEREIN EFFECTIVE MAY 1, 2026, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
 
Motion for Emergency by Macchia, seconded by Caudill 



  
 

Roll Call: McMullan voted yes, Caudill voted yes, Colby voted yes, Macchia voted yes, 
Long voted yes 
Macchia motioned to waive the three-reading rule, Caudill seconded. 

Roll Call: McMullan voted yes, Caudill voted yes, Colby voted yes, Long voted yes, 
Macchia voted yes. 
Motion to act on Ordinance 2026-21 by Macchia, seconded by Caudill 

Roll Call: McMullan voted yes, Caudill voted yes, Colby voted yes, Long voted yes, 
Macchia voted yes. 

 
Reading of ORDINANCE 2026-22 
AN ORDINANCE APPROVING THE BID FROM SHORELINE CONTRACTORS INC. IN 
THE SUM OF $926,932.20 FOR THE GENEVA-ON-THE-LAKE SHORELINE PROJECT 
AND HEREBY AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR, FISCAL OFFICER AND VILLAGE 
ADMINISTRATOR TO EXECUTE ANY AGREEMENTS FOR SAID PROJECT AND 
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 
 
Motion for Emergency by Macchia, seconded by Caudill 

Roll Call: McMullan voted yes, Caudill voted yes, Colby voted yes, Macchia voted yes, 
Long voted yes 
Macchia motioned to waive the three-reading rule, Caudill seconded. 

Roll Call: McMullan voted yes, Caudill voted yes, Colby voted yes, Long voted yes, 
Macchia voted yes. 
Motion to act on Ordinance 2026-22 by Macchia, seconded by Caudill 

Roll Call: McMullan voted yes, Caudill voted yes, Colby voted yes, Long voted yes, 
Macchia voted yes. 

 
1st Reading of ORDINANCE 2026-23 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 921.11 OF THE VILLAGE CODIFIED ORDINANCES 
INCREASING THE COST OF DISPOSING SEPTAGE AT THE VILLAGE WASTEWATER 
TREATMENT PLANT AND NOT DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
 
1st Reading of ORDINANCE 2026-24 
AN ORDINANCE APROVING CHANGES TO THE VILLAGE OF GENEVA-ON-THE-
LAKE ZONING MAP.   
 
Council member Long requested a copy of the cell tower lease to review, Mayor Bennett stated 
that she was able to have that. She then asked how this change would align with our overall 
zoning plan and how do we avoid the concerns related to spot zoning. Administrator Iarocci 
explained the two options that we had, the first a zoning text amendment which would have 
allowed for a cell tower to be installed on any residential property, which he felt was a bad idea. 
The alternative was to re-zone it into a district that does allow a cellular communications tower 
that is a conditional use permit that is still not automatically allowed in a resort district and needs 
to go through the additional steps such as; being approved by the planning committee.  
 
Resident Mark Roberts, of lots 236/237 Palmetto Drive, asked if his property was going to be re-
zoned as commercial, Mayor Bennett stated for a second time that the only properties that were 



  
 

being re-zoned were the Village owned parcels included in Ordinance 2026-24, Roberts 
responded “fair is fair”, Village Administrator Iarocci suggested that Roberts submits a zoning 
permit for whatever changes he would like to make to his property in which Roberts responded 
that he already tried and it was denied. When asked by Iarocci if he then appealed the decision, 
he stated that he “lives in another state” and wanted to “put ADA compliant”, Iarocci then stated 
that he “absolutely has the right to appeal” Roberts response was; if the Village is going to make 
those lots commercial they might as well make his commercial as well.  
 
Reading of RESOLUTION 2026-25 
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR, POLICE CHIEF AND/OR VILLAGE 
ADMINISTRATOR TO CLOSE THE EAST AND WEST BOUND LANES ON STATE 
ROUTE 531 (LAKE ROAD) BETWEEN THE INTERSECTION OF AUSTIN ROAD AND 
STATE ROUTE 531 HEADED WEST TO THE ENTRANCE OF ADVENTURE ZONE 
FROM 1:00 P.M. TO 2:00 P.M. ON SATURDAY, MAY 9, 2026, AND/OR RESTRICT 
PARKING FOR THE VILLAGE OF GENEVA-ON-THE-LAKE MOTHER’S DAY PARADE 
AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
 
Motion for Emergency by Macchia, seconded by Caudill 

Roll Call: McMullan voted yes, Caudill voted yes, Colby voted yes, Macchia voted yes, 
Long voted yes 
Macchia motioned to waive the three-reading rule, Caudill seconded. 

Roll Call: McMullan voted yes, Caudill voted yes, Colby voted yes, Long voted yes, 
Macchia voted yes. 
Motion to act on Ordinance 2026-25 by Macchia, seconded by Caudill 

Roll Call: McMullan voted yes, Caudill voted yes, Colby voted yes, Long voted yes, 
Macchia voted yes. 
 
Reading of RESOLUTION 2026-26 
A RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE OF GENEVA-ON-THE-LAKE FINDING THAT THE 
SUBMERGED LANDS LEASE AREA FOR GENEVA TOWNSHIP PARK IS NOT 
NECESSARY OR REQUIRED FOR THE VARIOUS USES UNDER OHIO REVISED CODE 
AND OHIO ADMINISTRATIVE CODE AND DESIGNATING THE VILLAGE MAYOR AS 
THE SIGNATORY AUTHORITY TO ACT ON BEHALF OF THE VILLAGE OF GENEVA-
ON-THE-LAKE IN ALL MATTERS RELATED TO SAID SUBMERGED LANDS LEASE 
AREA AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
 
Motion for Emergency by Macchia, seconded by Caudill 

Roll Call: McMullan voted yes, Caudill voted yes, Colby voted yes, Macchia voted yes, 
Long voted yes 
Macchia motioned to waive the three-reading rule, Caudill seconded. 

Roll Call: McMullan voted yes, Caudill voted yes, Colby voted yes, Long voted yes, 
Macchia voted yes. 
 
Council member Colby asked what this Resolution meant; Village Administrator Iarocci 
explained that it was a regulatory mechanism that the ODNR requires that the specific area (5oo 
feet area where beach access will be) will not be used for any municipal projects, boat ferry 



  
 

terminals, piers, etc. The passing of this states that we don’t have any plans for this area which 
will run for the duration of the submerged lands lease of 59 years.  
 
Motion to act on Ordinance 2026-26 by Macchia, seconded by Caudill 

Roll Call: McMullan voted yes, Caudill voted yes, Colby voted yes, Long voted yes, 
Macchia voted yes. 

 
The Mayor read the next council meeting dates and times:  

a. Council Work Session, May 11, 2026, at 7:00 p.m.  
b. Regular Council Meeting, May 11, 2026, at 7:15 p.m.  
c. Regular Council Meeting May 18, 2026, at 7:00 p.m.  

 
Motion to adjourn by Macchia, seconded by Caudill. 

Roll Call: McMullan voted yes, Caudill voted yes, Colby voted yes, Long voted yes, 
Macchia voted yes.  

 
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:08 p.m. 

Minutes transcribed Kate Lach, Clerk of Council 


